HIS year being the centennial of the Rebellions of 1837 there is a revival of interest in all matters relating to Mackenzie. His prominence in the political field is apt to obscure the fact that he was one of the leading printers of his day and did much, in spite of many difficulties, to improve the technique of printing in Upper Canada. A brief account of some of the presses used by Mackenzie may not be out of place.
fer of the office of his paper had delayed the paper for two weeks. He stated that he anticipated only one other delay, after number ten, by which time he hoped to have assistance which would enable him to publish the paper without interruption. That the paper was quite irregularly printed at this time is shown by the note on August 5: "our readers will perceive that a part of this paper was printed a week after its date."
On August 23, Mackenzie signed an agreement with Hiram Leavenworth, who was described as a printer of Rochester, New York, although he does not appear to have had a press in Rochester but in Waterloo, New York, where he published the Waterloo gazette.
• Leavenworth agreed to carry on a printing business in Queenston for Mackenzie, for six months, and to bring his "estab- Mackenzie did not use his new press until he printed number 15 (dated September 30 on the front page and October 7 on the inside). On the second page he wrote: "We believe this Advocate to be as rare a curiosity as any newspaper that ever was printed in the world. The first side was printed in the American Republick, and this in the Colonial Dominions of King George 4th. We do not know that any one newspaper other than this number, has been printed in two different countries, since the art of type-setting was first invented. Our friends may rest assured that both sides of the Advocate will from henceforth be printed on this side [of] the Niagara." As the outside pages of this issue were almost identical with the outside pages of all issues from number three on, it is clear that all were printed in the United States. As the first twelve numbers were printed by contract, it is probable that the first two, although of a different format, were also printed there. proved principl e , combining elegance in design with neatness and despatch in execution". This was evidently the press which was partially destroyed in the riot of June 8, 1826. Describing this event Lindsey states: "Three pages of the paper in type on the composing stones, with a 'form' of the Journals of the House, were broken up, and the face of the letter battered. Some of the type was then thrown into the bay, to which the printing-office was contiguous; some of it was scattered on the floor of the office; more of it in the yard and in the adjacent garden of Mr. George Munro. The composing-stone was thrown on the floor. A new cast-iron patent lever-press was broken."6 Following the damaging of his press, Mackenzie did not bring out another number until December 7, 1826. In this number he explained that he had bought some second-hand type "on the frontier" near Queenston, but there is nothing to show whether he was using a new press or the damaged one repaired.
It is possible that the press which Mackenzie had used up to June 16, 18215, was taken by Hiram Leavenworth, who had once Early in July, 1836, Mackenzie began to publish the Constitution. The paper was printed on a large sheet and had narrower columns
